Eimeria tenella: cecal contraction in infected chickens.
The muscle of ceca from chickens infected with Eimeria tenella had an increased amplitude of contraction when compared to the cecal muscle of uninfected control chickens. The increased amplitude was significant (P less than or equal to 0.05) at 5 days postinoculation (PI) and became nonsignificant at 7 days PI. The amplitude also increased with the severity of the infection. The sensitivity of the muscle from infected ceca to acetylcholine (ACH) was greater than the control. Infection by different strains of E. tenella also increased the sensitivity of the cecal muscle to ACH when compared to the uninfected control. The rate of spontaneous contractions was not different in any group or treatment. The wet weight of infected ceca increased with days PI and severity of infection.